
Long-time parishioner Azela Giese always looked forward to the holidays and other special
occasions celebrated at Saint Rose. That’s because for more than three decades she was a
member of the Art and Environment team.

“It was with great purpose and pleasure that I took on the responsibility of  creating new
designs and helping volunteers decorate the church for  every season of the year,” she says.
Azela was encouraged to join the committee by Lianne Anderson, Diane Kretsch and the late
Carol Brown. “I was honored to work with them, and others, in helping to come up with an
appropriate design that was familiar, vibrant and inspiring. It was an enjoyable time for all of
us and spiritually fulfilling.”

In conjunction with Lianne, Azela also made the white satin rose displayed before the altar on
the feast day of Saint Rose of Lima, the parish’s patron saint. People have commented on the
peace and serenity that the rose emanates and how it adds so much to that special day.
While she was very happy to be a part of the art and environment team, Azela says she was
especially blessed to be a Eucharistic minister for several decades. “The sharing of Christ with
all who come up to receive Communion is truly special,” she says. “It is truly a grace for all
who receive.” Azela was also an altar server at funerals and a member of the welcoming
committee. 

Azela passed away in January 2023.

She was born and raised Catholic in Bagley, Minn., in the
northwestern part of the state. Azela graduated with business degrees
from the University of St. Catherine (B.A.) and Cardinal Stritch
University (M.A.) in Milwaukee.
She worked in occupational therapy for 40 years at the University of
St. Catherine. She was also an intern at Gillette Children’s Hospital
and the Veterans Administration Hospital. “It was a very satisfying
career in that I was able to help people make the most of their lives.”
Her hobbies include reading, walking in the neighborhood, doing
jigsaw puzzles, gardening and cooking.

Other things to know about Azela:
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